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Objective/Learning Target: 
To learn more about Decisive Moments in

Photography so you have a better understanding
Before the project. Students will read 1 of 2 articles 

and write a paragraph reflection.
***This is optional for those not enrolled in Dual Credit, Dual Credit, submit in our google 

classroom. 



Seeing Unit 
Day 2
The Decisive Moment (optional lesson for non dual credit college 
photography students)

Bell ringer: 
 What do you think a Decisive Moment is in photography? 

Task: Read 1 of the 2 articles
Decisive Moment 1

Decisive Moment 2 landscapes

Printed versions of articles are in last pages of slides. 

Task 2:Write a reflection paragraph
Write a reflection paragraph (5+sentences) on your reading, please 
state in your paragraph or heading which article you are reflecting 
upon. Reflection can include: what you found interesting in the 
article, what you may wish they clarified better, and/or any ideas of 
how you might go about photographing a Decisive Moment.   From 
your reading and writing, the objective is that you better understand 
what  is a Decisive Moment in Photography. 

Additional  optional supports to practice Seeing The Decisive Moment: 

Pick a different  Museum tour from a favorite museum, there are several 
to choose from at the link below. 

Museum Tour

Were any of the artworks depicting a Decisive Moment? 

http://truecenterpublishing.com/photopsy/decisive_moment.htm
https://photographylife.com/landscapes/the-decisive-moment-in-landscape-photography
https://www.travelandleisure.com/attractions/museums-galleries/museums-with-virtual-tours


Article #1.  This one is long.



gap, interval, or suspension of some kind.
4. An element of ambiguity, uncertainty, and even contradiction that rouses 
the viewer’s curiosity about the meaning or outcome of the scene depicted.
5. The capture of a unique, fleeting, and meaningful moment, ideally one 
involving movement and action. 6. A precisely timed, unrepeatable, 
one-chance shot.
7. An unobtrusive, candid, photorealistic image of people in real life 
situations.
8. A dynamic interplay of objective fact with subjective interpretation that 
arouses meaning and emotion about the human condition.
9. The overarching context of a productive photography session - or “good 
hour” - that starts with tension, then culminates in a personal and artistic 
realization that is the DM image.
10. The DM photo as a product of a unique set of technical, cognitive, and 
emotional skills developed from extensive training and experience in 
photography, as well as from a psychological knowledge of people. 



Article #2


